
ANNUAL REPORT
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OVERVIEW OF CCRDA 

The Canadian Christian Relief and Development Association (CCRDA) is comprised of organizations that are 
committed to integrated, transformative development. CCRDA was previously known as the Relief and Develop-
ment Group (R&D Group) of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities (CCCC). The group formed in 1984, and 
since that time it has provided a forum for members to encourage one another, cooperate, share expertise, 
respond to changes in their field, and speak with one voice social and policy issues. CCRDA was officially incorpo-
rated in June 2006 and received charitable status in May 2007.

MISSION: Promoting unity and excellence among all Canadian Christian relief and development organizations.

VISION: Together, seeking God’s kingdom purposes for flourishing lives and communities internationally.

VALUE PROPOSITION: We explore the relationship of Christian principles to international relief and develop-
ment, facilitate collaboration, and promote the sharing of information, experience, and expertise.
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

2017/18 has been an exciting year for the Canadian Christian Relief and Development Association (CCRDA). 
Throughout the year, the board has built upon the foundation set in a time of discernment last January. The 
vision that emerged from that time of discernment as unveiled at our 2017 Annual Forum continues to drive 
our service to the CCRDA - Together, seeking God’s kingdom purposes for flourishing lives and communities, 
internationally. 

This vision has guided us to look at new and better ways to work together to equip Canadian relief and develop-
ment organizations towards unity and excellence. Everything from our webinar series and additional in-person 
workshops, to our collaboration with the Canadian Council of Christian Charities’ upcoming online forum and our 
partnership with The Charis Foundation on our revitalized marketing and communications plan, it has all been 
focus on our desire for unity and excellence among Christ-centred organizations.

While our vision has remained steadfast, this year has not been without transition. We said goodbye to two 
board members and are looking forward to welcoming another at this year’s AGM. As well, Joella Reitsma, our 
wonderful CCRDA Coordinator, went on maternity leave and Christina Warner has adeptly taken on the role in 
her absence.

As you read this year’s report, I encourage you to continue to return to the CCRDA’s vision - together, we are 
seeking God’s kingdom purposes for flourishing lives and communities. We’ve had a wonderful year and this 
Annual Report allows us the opportunity to reflect on that. I hope that you will join me and the rest of the board 
in our anticipation for what the next year may hold for the CCRDA. 

All the best,
Laura Solberg
CCRDA Board Chair

LETTER FROM PETER ROEBBELEN, PRESIDENT, THE CHARIS FOUNDATION

The CCRDA has taken on the unique role of facilitator for Canada’s Christian international relief and develop-
ment ministries who, together, work to bring hope and healing to our broken world. The CCRDA’s kingdom 
mindset fosters collaboration and excellence in organizations that are committed to holistic, transformational 
development.  It’s a beautiful thing to see charities come together to share best practices, pray, and spur each 
other on to become even better.

The Charis Foundation has chosen to partner with the CCRDA because its mandate to gather, equip and 
encourage others for maximum effectiveness is critical in an age where charities are being stretched beyond 
reason both in the field and at home. Collaboration among international relief and development organizations 
is a worthy mission and most necessary if we are going to see long-term, effective and sustainable impact in the 
world’s poorest places for generations to come. The CCRDA is also becoming a place where like-minded organiza-
tions are able to speak with a common voice on social and policy issues – a practice that will become increasingly 
important in our post-Christian Canada.

The CCRDA offers a space where charity leaders can be challenged as they learn from experts in a wide 
range of disciplines—from leadership development, to changing environments in the field, to fostering cultural 
intelligence. As charities are equipped with biblical principles and leading edge practices, they become better-
prepared to address brokenness with the heart and mind of God.

We are greatly encouraged by the collective and collaborative work being done by the member organizations of 
the CCRDA.  There is no question that you are better together.  As an association and as individual members you 
espouse many of the values we look for as we seek to bring hope and healing to the world in the name of Jesus. 

My prayer for the CCRDA in the coming year is that you continue to lean in to the good work that God has 
called you, that you draw more Christian charities into your association and that together you become even 
more effective in helping people move from hopeless suffering to hope-filled flourishing.
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MEMBERSHIP TOTALS

CCRDA currently serves 47 member organizations, and continues to welcome new members into our com-
munity. The following members were approved by the board since the last AGM and will be ratified by the 
membership during the 2018 AGM: Asian Outreach (ON), Bethesda Christian Association (BC), Come Over and 
Help (ON), CURE International Canada (ON), and Food for the Hungry Canada (BC).

LIST OF CURRENT MEMBERS:

ADRA Canada  Global Aid Network (GAiN) 

Arms of Jesus Children's Mission, Inc  Hear Africa 

Asian Outreach*  Health Partners International of Canada 

Bethesda Christian Association*  Hope Story 

Canadian Baptist Ministries  Hungry for Life International 

CAUSE Canada  International Justice Mission 

Childcare International Society  International Teams Canada 

Christian Blind Mission Canada  Loving Arms Charitable Corporation 

Christian Children's Fund of Canada  Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada 

Christian Horizons Global  Operation Mobilization 

Christian Mission Aid  Ontario Christian Gleaners 

Come Over and Help*  Partners Relief and Development Canada 

Compassion Canada  Plateau Perspectives 

Crossroads Christian Communications Inc  Partners Worldwide Canada 

CURE International Canada*  Samaritan's Purse Canada 

EduDeo Ministries  SIM Canada 

Emmanual International Canada  The Salvation Army Canada 

Engineering Ministries International  The Wellspring Foundation for Education 

Euro-Aid Canada  World Hope Canada 

FIDA  Word & Deed Ministries 

Food for the Hungry*  World Vision Canada 

Food for the Poor Canada  World Review 

Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada  WOW (Working for Orphans & Widows) 

Greater Vancouver Youth Unlimited

*Voted into membership at 2018 Forum
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CCRDA ACTIVITIES DURING 2017-2018

2017 FORUM

The CCRDA’s 2017 Spring Forum took place at Power to Change in Langley, BC on May 1-2, 2017. The annual 
Forum/AGM is an opportunity for participants to gather together to fellowship, learn, network, and be encour-
aged to pursue excellence in their relief and development work. 

In 2017, Dave Toycen, former President and CEO of World Vision Canada reflected on the Challenges of Leader-
ship in the Changing World of Christian Relief and Development. There were also Skills-Based Table Workshops 
and a panel discussion around the unique nature and challenges and opportunities of faith-based organizations, 
with panelists: Ida-Kaastra Mutoigo (World Renew), Wendy Fehr (CAUSE Canada), Greg Young (Engineering 
Ministries International) and Hank De Jong (EduDeo Ministries).

NEWSLETTER

CCRDA’s newsletter, Excellence @ Work, is distributed to members quarterly (with the Annual Report compris-
ing the spring’s quarter) via email and on the website. For each issue, member agencies are invited to write 
about a specific theme in addition to submitting general news and announcements. This publication is meant 
to act as a forum where members can keep each other informed, share their knowledge and learn from others’ 
best practices. Since last summer, the newsletter has focused on the following themes: Celebrating Canada’s 
Global Contributions; Do Justice, Love Mercy and Walk Humbly With Our God in the World; and Family.

STRATEGIC PLAN & GRANT FROM THE CHARIS FOUNDATION

The CCRDA successfully applied for funding from The Charis Foundation in August, 2017. The purpose of this 
funding is to allow the CCRDA to increase the number of Christian relief and development agencies that join 
together to seek God’s kingdom purposes for flourishing lives and communities internationally. The CCRDA has 
worked with The Charis Foundation to structure a 3-year matching grant. To raise the portion of the money that 
the CCRDA is responsible for we have launched a membership fundraising campaign and are actively engaging 
with other foundations and granting bodies. 

WEBINARS

At CCRDA, we believe it is important to learn from each other regularly as we are community of Christ-centred 
organizations who desire to share skills, knowledge and support one another. In order to facilitate this mutual 
learning relationship, in May 2017, we introduced our first series of monthly webinars which feature one of our 
members or an expert in a relevant field on a topic of their expertise. 

We have featured the following topics in our webinar series: Communicating Development in Canada: Learning 
from Data; Gender Analysis: CCRDA Member Skill-Sharing Call; Measuring Transformation: Incorporating ‘intan-
gible’ goals into M&E frameworks; Spiritual Formation in Workplace Operations; Project Management; Online 
Fundraising: Digital Strategies, Tips & Tools to Raise More Money; Using LinkedIn to Create a Presence on Social 
Media; Emerging Legal Trends: Why Christian Charities Must Pay Attention; Core Humanitarian Standards; and 
CRA Compliance

All webinars are free for members and the materials for each can be found on the Members Only section of 
the CCRDA website.

WORKSHOPS

• West, October 11, 2017, “Re-examining Justice, Mercy & Humility Before God,” David Collins
• East, October 16, 2017, “Slow Kingdom Coming: How the Right Practices Will Help Us Do God’s Work of 

Justice Better and for Longer,” Kent Annan
• “Reaction Dashboard,” November 21, 2017 (Mississauga) & November 24, (Langley) Chris Wignall

COMMUNICATIONS LUNCH & LEARN, LED BY WOW

In February 2018 CCRDA member WOW hosted members for a “Lunch & Learn” roundtable on communica-
tions and fundraising. Members shared skills, challenges, and opportunities related to these topics and brain-
stormed ways that they could support one other in sharing resources. 

CCRDA’s strength rests in its ability to convene Christian relief and development organizations so that members 
are able to access best practices, including from expertise within the membership.

STAFF AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS OF CCRDA

JOELLA REITSMA
CCRDA COORDINATOR
Joella Rietsma went 
on maternity leave in 
November and welcomed 
her second son, Zachary, on 
November 21st.

CHRISTINA WARNER
CCRDA COORDINATOR
 Christina Warner joined 
us on a maternity leave 
contract in Joella’s place 
in November. Since taking 
on the role, Christina has 

capably coordinated the CCRDA remotely from Ottawa 
where she lives. Christina is a Masters student at the 
Mauro Centre for Peace and Justice, and brings a 
wealth of experience in advocacy, coalition building, 
collaborative leadership and social justice organizing

MEMBERSHIP WITH CCIC
CCRDA is a member of the Canadian Council of 
International Cooperation (CCIC) and throughout the 
year, we have endeavoured to share information and 
networking opportunities that have been circulated 
by CCIC and its various working groups. Members 
are kept up to date on CCIC activities through our 
newsletter.  

MEMBERSHIP WITH CCCC
CCRDA is a member of the Canadian Council of 
Christian Charities (CCCC) and throughout the year, we 
have endeavoured to share information and network-
ing opportunities that have been circulated by CCCC. 
The board of directors seeks to remain in alignment 
with the CCCC, and regularly look for ways to collabo-
rate with the CCCC to the benefit of our membership. 
In 2017, the CCRDA has worked with CCCC as they 
develop their online community, The Green.

JOINT LEARNING INITIATIVE
CCRDA is a member of the Joint Learning Initiative on Faith and Local Communities, “an international col-

laboration on evidence for faith groups’ activities, contribution and challenges to health and wellbeing.” The 
membership allows CCRDA to access evidence-based reports, webinars, and learning hubs on topics like Anti-
Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery; Ending Violence Against Children; Gender-based Violence; Mobilization 
of Local Faith Communities, and; Refugees and Forced Migration.
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FINANCES

AUDIT SUMMARY

In early 2018, CCRDA had an external audit of the 2017 fiscal year by Nethercott & Company. The financial 
statements have been approved by the Board and sent to the membership for approval at the AGM on May 14, 
2018. The 2017 audited financial statements are on our website.

INCOME, JANUARY 2017-DECEMBER 2017

EXPENSES, JANUARY 2017-DECEMBER 2017

BOARD MEMBERS

CHAIR PERSON
LAURA SOLBERG

Greater Vancouver 
Youth Unlimited

VICE CHAIRPERSON
HANK DE JONG

EduDeo Ministries

TREASURER
SIMON ONGOM
CAUSE Canada

DIRECTOR
ALLISON ALLEY

Compassion Canada

DIRECTOR
CAROLE LEACOCK

World Vision Canada

DIRECTOR
AARON ROGERS

Global Aid Network
(GAiN) Canada

INCOMING DIRECTOR
ANDY HARRINGTON

The Wellspring 
Foundation for Education

In 2017, the CCRDA board said good-bye to the following members who completed their terms or moved on to 
different organizations: Richard McGowan (Emmanuel International) and Sheldon Gilmer (World Hope Canada).

CLOSING

The past year has continued to focus the momentum of the CCRDA around joining God’s restorative work 
globally by promoting unity and excellence among Christian relief and development organizations in Canada. 
This mandate informs all that we do and all that we plan to do in the coming year. Thank you for being part of 
that - the CCRDA’s work and identity truly is in and of its members.

As a body of Christ-centred organizations, we are convicted that the opportunity to join with God in His 
reconciling work truly is good news for all. Our work is centred on this belief and we look into the coming year 
with hopeful anticipation of what God is doing in and among us.
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16 Soper Creek Drive 
Bowmanville ON  L1C 4G1

289-385-7307

ccrdacoordinator@gmail.com

ccrda.ca


